
NATATORIUM PARK
ORIGINALLY NAMED TWINKENHAM PARK AND LOCATED 
ON WEST BOONE AVENUE, âØ¹¤!±Nʴâ NAT PARK BEGAN 
AS A TROLLEY PARK. 

AS YOU READ THROUGH THESE PAGES, LEARN WHAT A TROLLEY 
PARK IS; DISCOVER HOW PEOPLE IN SPOKANE SPENT THEIR 
LEISURE TIME; INQUIRE ABOUT WHAT IT TOOK TO BE KNOWN 
!â ënN ʱ?¹±NĎ râ§!±E ¹d ënN ĈNâëʲʝ !±!§ĎėN nrâë¹Ür? 
PHOTOS, OBJECTS, AND NEWSPAPER ARTICLES; ADD TO YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE ABOUT WHERE ELSE YOU CAN RESEARCH THE 
TOPIC.
JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L86-284
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IF YOU BUILD IT, THEY WILL COME
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IN 1890 TROLLEY TRACKS WERE LAID TO NEW SPOKANE 
NEIGHBORHOODS THAT WERE POPPING UP AROUND THE 
DOWNTOWN CORRIDOR. PARKS WERE CONSTRUCTED AT THE END 
OF THE LINE TO ENTICE PEOPLE WHO DID NOT LIVE IN THE 
NEIGHBORHOODS. TROLLEYS WERE A NEW AND EXCITING MODE OF 
TRANSPORTATION AND PEOPLE ENJOYED FEELING THE COOL BREEZE 
ON A HOT SUMMER DAY AS THEY TRAVELED AT SPEEDS MUCH 
FASTER THAN ANY HORSE AND BUGGY! THE NOVELTY WOULD NOT 
LAST. UNABLE TO COMPETE WITH THE EVEN NEWER TECHNOLOGY 
OF BUSES AND AUTOMOBILES, âØ¹¤!±Nʴâ LAST TROLLEY WAS 
DRIVEN TO NAT PARK ON AUGUST 27TH, 1936 AND 
CEREMONIOUSLY SET ON FIRE.
JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L87-361.415
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A LOVELY DAY FOR A PICNIC
1890 WAS THE FIRST YEAR THE 4TH OF JULY WAS 
CELEBRATED AT NAT PARK. THAT YEAR A LARGE 
SCANDINAVIAN PICNIC AND A BALL GAME DREW 5000 OF 
âØ¹¤!±Nʴâ 19,992 RESIDENTS TO THE NEW PARK. BY 1916, 
35,000 PEOPLE ATTENDED THE Ø!Ü¤ʴâ 4TH OF JULY 
FESTIVITIES. IT WAS THE PLACE TO BE IN THE SUMMER! 
EVEN HELEN CAMPBELL AND HER FRIENDS ENJOYED A DAY 
AT THE PARK. IN HER DIARY DATED JULY 26, 1913, HELEN 
NOTED, ɦ Ør?±r? SUPPER AT THE ɦ ±!ëʲ. JO ¹ñEr±ʴâ PARTY.̡

JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L87-1.778
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NATATORIUM: LATIN FOR POOL
THE PARK CHANGED ITS NAME FROM TWICKENHAM PARK TO 
NATATORIUM PARK IN 1893 WHEN THE PARK BUILT A NEW 
OUTDOOR POOL. ADVERTISEMENTS TOUTED THE POOL AS 
ʱënN ONLY ARTIFICIALLY HEATED SWIMMING BATH IN THE 
âë!ëNʲ. IN 1909, A NEW BIGGER, INDOOR POOL CALLED ʱënN 
Ø§ñ±fNʲ OPENED AT THE PARK. THE DRESS CODE FOR 
WOMEN WAS ʱ±NĈ WOOLEN SINGLE PIECE âñrëâʲ. HELEN 
CAMPBELL WROTE IN HER DIARY, JULY 9, 1914, ʱ¢¹ʓ MRS. 
OUDIN, MRS. POWELL, GLAD & I WENT SWIMMING AT THE NAT 
THIS MORNING.̡
JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L93-18.143

Erfrë!§ ¯!? Ø!?¤ʒ ! §¹¹¤ !ë âØ¹¤!±Nʴâ ±!ë Ø!Ü¤

JULY 
1893

15



NAT PARK LEGACY: THE LOOFF CARROUSEL
CHARLES LOOFF GAVE ONE OF HIS CARROUSELS, WORTH 
$20,000 IN 1909, TO HIS DAUGHTER, EMMA VOGEL 
(PICTURED) AND HER HUSBAND, LOUIS. AS VENDORS, THE 
ć¹fN§ʴâ RAN THE LOOFF CARROUSEL AT NAT PARK AND 
EVENTUALLY BOUGHT THE ENTIRE PARK IN 1929 FROM 
WASHINGTON WATER POWER FOR $100,000. 
GENERATIONS OF FAMILIES ENJOY THE LOOFF CARROUSEL 
TO THIS DAY, WHICH HAS BEEN LOCATED IN âØ¹¤!±Nʴâ 
RIVERFRONT PARK SINCE 1975.
JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L86-206
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WHO IS MISSING FROM THESE PHOTOS?
THOUGH SEGREGATION WAS ILLEGAL IN WASHINGTON, 
âØ¹¤!±Nʴâ MINORITY COMMUNITIES OFTEN EXPERIENCED 
DISCRIMINATION AND WERE REFUSED SERVICE AT THE PARK.  
AN EXAMPLE OF LEGAL CODES VS ACCEPTED SOCIAL PRACTICES 
OCCURRED IN 1909 WHEN THE Ø!Ü¤ʴâ MANAGER ASKED NAT 
Ø!Ü¤ʴâ ATTORNEY, H.M. STEPHENS, ʱ?!± WE DENY ADMISSION 
TO THE PARK TO COLORED ØN¹Ø§Nʙʲ STEPHENS REPLIED, ʱ!§§ 
PERSONS ARE ENTITLED TO ENJOY THE BENEFITS OF THE Ø!Ü¤ʲ. 
LEGALLY THEY COULD NOT DISCRIMINATE, BUT OFTEN ØN¹Ø§Nʴâ 
PREJUDICE CREATED BARRIERS TO MINORITIES.
joel e. ferris research archives L87-1.788
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